
You might like to think about... 
 What you liked best about the book? 
 What you liked least about the book? 
 What impression did it give of people over 50? 
 Would you recommend it to people over 50? And to 

younger people? 
 
 
Then come along to the  

Age Takes Centre Page Book Dating event  
2.15—4pm on Friday 14th October  
at North Shields Library, Northumberland Sq.  
 
Book dating is a fun and easy way to exchange your 
thoughts on these books with new people.  You can also find 
out about local reading groups and other ways to share the 
pleasures of reading. 
 
It is a free event with a small charge for refreshments, but 
please book a place by calling 643 5270. 
 
 
 
 

Organised jointly by Age UK North Tyneside and 
North Tyneside Libraries as part of the  
Age Takes Centre Stage 2011 Festival 

 

 

 

Age Takes Centre 
Page 



Reading Ideas for Age Takes Centre Page  
Here are some suggestions for books starring people aged 50+.  All 
of these books are available in our libraries (including spoken word 
versions for many of them)—ask your local library staff if you would 
like one reserving.  
 

These Foolish Things – Deborah Moggach  
An older person sent to a retirement home in India gets revenge.  
 

The Coroner’s Lunch – Colin Cotterill  
A 72 year old revolutionary becomes coroner in Laos and uses a  
lifetime of experience to solve crime.  
 

Deaf Sentence – David Lodge  
Retired professor of linguistics who has lost his hearing – and how 
this gets him into (and out of) scrapes.  
 

No, I don’t want to join a book club  - Virginia Ironside  
Curmudgeonly, acute, touching and funny, this diary of Marie’s 60

th
 

year is what happens when grumpy old women meet Bridget Jones. 
 

Lone Traveller: one woman, two wheels & the world – Anne Mustoe 
The real story of ex-headmistress Anne Mustoe who, at 54, gave up 
her job, bought a bike and set off around the world.  
 

Last Orders – Graham Swift  
A group of men, friends since the second world war, whose lives   
revolve around work, family, the racetrack and their favourite pub.  
 

Miss Garnet’s Angel  - Sally Vickers   
Julia Garnet’s six months in Venice bring her a  new sensitive view of 
the world, and a resonant story of transformation.  
 

My Uncle Silas  - H.E. Bates    
The deeds and misdeeds of Uncle Silas, the rural reprobate, were 
renowned in these short stories published in the 1930s.  
 

Travels with my aunt – Graham Greene  
A retired bank manager is led astray by his Aunt Augusta into a    
shiftless, twilight society, coming alive after a dull suburban lifetime. 
 

A Spot of Bother – Mark Haddon 
At 57 George is settling down to a comfortable retirement, but family 
uproar and a sinister lesion on his hip lead to one thing after another. 

Codgerspace – Alan Dean Foster 
For a bit of fun sci-fi try this one about five senior citizens who save 
the universe from the revolting machines.  
 

Elissa’s Castle – Juliet Greenwood 
If you like chick-lit, try this ‘hen-lit’ – a strong romantic lead deals 
with her suitors along with buying the castle of her dreams. 
 

Solar – Ian MacEwan 
Comedy mixed with menace about a dislikeable English physicist 
and philanderer who develops a new solar energy technology. 
 

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day - Winifred Watson  
This is a deliciously entertaining Cinderella story for grown-ups,  
written in 1938, Miss Pettigrew is still a delight. 
 

Major Pettigrew's Last Stand - Helen Simonson 
A heart warming love story told with skill and humour, that questions 
how much one should sacrifice personal happiness for the           
obligations of family and tradition. 
 

Silent Voices— Ann Cleeves 
Unconventional Detective Inspector Vera Stanhope tackles a new 
murder investigation in the North East. 
 

King Lear—William Shakespeare 
A tragedy of older age and family by the famous playwright. 
 

Choose one of Agatha Christie's Miss Marple books or one of the 
Agatha Raisin books by M C Beaton, choose any one of them, or 
compare the two. 
 

Try any of a selection of novels and collections of short stories   
starring barrister Horace Rumpole by John Mortimer 
 

Look out for displays in the Libraries for these 
and more books for Age Takes Centre Page. 
 

Or suggest and read your own choice 
Do you know another good book for the scheme? The two essential 
features are 
 the main character is aged over 50   
 It is about their current life rather than looking back at their youth 


